U.S. Representative Mark Pocan 
Wisconsin’s 2nd Congressional District

Mark Pocan was born and raised in Kenosha, Wisconsin. He got his political start when he was 8-years-old and delivered literature door-to-door for his father, who served as a long-time Kenosha alder. He moved to Madison, to attend college. Shortly, after earning his degree in journalism, he opened Budget Signs & Specialties in 1988 and has run the business ever since. 

In 1991, Pocan was elected to the Dane County Board.  He served Madison’s downtown community for three two-year terms from 1991 to 1996.  In 1998, Pocan succeeded Tammy Baldwin as the State Representative of Wisconsin’s 78th Assembly district covering central Madison and surrounding areas. Pocan again succeeded Tammy Baldwin when he was elected to Wisconsin’s 2nd Congressional District in 2012, representing Dane, Green, Iowa, LaFayette, Sauk, Rock and a portion of Richland counties. 
Pocan has been appointed to the U.S. House Budget Committee and the U.S. House Committee on Education and the Workforce. Pocan was also appointed as an Assistant House Whip by Democratic leadership. In this role he will foster party unity on key legislation as it comes to the Floor and act as a liaison between his colleagues and leadership.  He is also a Member of the Congressional Progressive Caucus.  
Pocan is known for his involvement in several progressive state laws, including the American Jobs Act, the Compassionate Care for Rape Victims Act, and legislation requiring paper trails for electronic voting machines, protecting collective bargaining rights and establishing domestic partner protections. 
In his first six terms in the State Assembly, Pocan earned numerous legislative awards for his work, including: 

· 2009 SEIU Legislator of the Year for his efforts to create the Wisconsin Quality Home Care Commission. 
· 2009 Planned Parenthood Rebecca Young Leadership Award for his authorship of the Compassionate Care for Rape Victims Act. 
· 2009 Fair Wisconsin Statewide Leader Award for his role in creating a Domestic Partner Registry and providing domestic partners with many legal protections afforded to married couples. 
· 2008 Professional Firefighters of Wisconsin Legislator of the Year.

· 2008 Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault Voices of Courage Public Policy Award.

· 2006 Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters Conservation Champion.

· 2004, 2002 & 2000 Clean Wisconsin Clean 16 Award.

· 2003 & 2002 Wisconsin Federation of Teachers State Employees Council Representative of the Year. 

Pocan has earned a reputation as an adept legislator who can bridge Wisconsin’s political divide to win progressive victories. His reputation for bipartisanship earned him the honor of Milwaukee Magazine’s “Best Legislator,” the last time the rankings occurred in 2009.  

Being involved in his community is important to Pocan, who is a member of Clean Wisconsin, Painters & Allied Trades Union (AFL-CIO), Sierra Club, Fair Wisconsin, Southern Poverty Law Center, Colombia Support Networ/Apartado Sister City Organization, and the American Civil Liberties Union.
His dedication to his community is also highlighted by his 24-year commitment to the Big Brothers, Big Sisters program. He became a Big Brother in 1989 and still helps the organization raise money so that more children can reach their full potential. Pocan’s “Little Brother” earned his Masters Degree from UW-Madison and now works in Washington, DC. 

Pocan and his partner, Phil, were married in Canada in 2006 and live on Madison’s near East Side.  
