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April 20, 2020 

 
 

<via electronic mail> 
 
 
The Honorable Ron Kind 
The Honorable Gwen Moore 
The Honorable Mark Pocan 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
 
Dear Representatives Kind, Moore and Pocan: 
 

Thank you for your letters in support of Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers’ requests for resources in 

support of the State of Wisconsin’s robust response to the COVID-19 Pandemic. I want to apologize for 

the delay in responding. 

 
FEMA has undertaken enormous efforts to provide Wisconsin with commodities such as personal 
protective equipment (PPE), testing supplies, support personnel, and patient care capacity. 
Unfortunately, the global demand for many of the requested items far outpaces the supply, and so, while 
we are engaged in intense efforts to increase supply, we must be judicious in our distribution until such 
time as we can fulfill every request that is made. One of the hardest jobs in a disaster is allocating limited 
resources in a high-demand environment. It is important to keep in mind that FEMA is managing 
disasters in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, five territories and insular areas, and 46 Tribal nations. 
 
These efforts to provide needed commodities to Wisconsin and other Region V states includes: 
exhausting the Strategic National Stockpile (SNS); expediting delivery of PPE from abroad via Project 
Airbridge; exercising authority under the Defense Production Act (DPA) to prioritize for federal 
acquisition PPE produced domestically; executing Mission Assignments with the Department of Defense 
(DoD) to construct Alternate Care Sites and coordinating with our partners at the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) to support their operation; coordinating the donation of PPE from the 
private sector; utilizing the International Reagent Resource (IRR) process for testing supplies; and most 
recently, contracting (via the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA)) with Battelle Corporation to deliver 
advanced technologies to extend the life of N95 Respirator masks.  
 
To fulfill requests for commodities and resources, FEMA utilizes a Resource Request Form for State and 
Tribal partners to identify their needs. These requests are validated at the Regional Response 
Coordination Center (RRCC), and then forwarded to the National Response Coordination Center 
(NRCC) for adjudication and fulfillment for those items subject to national prioritization or which 
cannot be fulfilled at the regional level. Our state liaisons and staff of the RRCC are continuously 
updating and revalidating the need for items and increasing the level of urgency for fulfillment as 
appropriate. My staff has spoken to our counterparts at Wisconsin Emergency Management and re-
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emphasized the importance of and process for quantifying urgency. Below are several charts providing 
additional detail on the PPE commodities provided to Wisconsin thus far both as a part of the SNS 
allocations as well as via Project Airbridge.  
 
With specific regard to testing supplies, the COVID-19 Interagency Task Force has established the IRR 
to coordinate and consolidate the process for supplying testing supplies to state laboratories. Attached to 
this letter is an additional fact sheet about this process. For your awareness, the Wisconsin State Lab of 
Hygiene and the City of Milwaukee have received 47 orders since February 5th, ranging from “nCoV 
Real-time Diagnostic Panels” to “Roche Magna Pure 96 External Lysis Buffers” as well as various 
reagents.  While many of the state’s RRF requests remain active, we are encouraging states to use the 
IRR process for their testing supply needs. In addition to this process, FEMA has recently contracted for 
the purchase of tens of thousands of testing swabs to support state requests. As a part of this purchase, 
Wisconsin is slated to receive 10,000 swabs. While this is less than what the state has requested, we are 
continuing to work to fulfill that request. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Finally, FEMA and the DLA have contracted with the Battelle Corporation to deliver innovative 
technology to decontaminate N95 masks. This technology is already deployed in a number of states, and 
as Battelle increases their production capacity, we will deliver more of these units in response to state 
requests. As of this writing, Battelle’s goal is to achieve a production rate of one unit per day, with an 
anticipated shipping date for Wisconsin of May 5th. In the interim, the State of Illinois, which has just 
had a Battelle unit established in Waukegan, will allow Wisconsin to utilize this unit to sterilize N95 
masks. These arrangements are currently being finalized.  
 
While we will continue to do our best to respond to formal correspondence, I would also encourage you 
to make every effort to participate in one of the established ways FEMA and our partners are engaged in 
to keep Congress informed. This includes weekly telephone briefings dedicated separately to FEMA 
Region V Members of Congress and staff, weekly calls for our primary Authorizing and Appropriations 
Committee leadership hosted by FEMA Headquarters, and periodic briefings for our primary committees 
of jurisdiction. These occur in addition to Congressional Advisories provided at least daily, as well as 
weekly briefings to all Members of Congress organized by the Administration. 
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I want to commit to you again, as I have previously on the phone, my fullest efforts to ensure the fair 
allocation of scarce resources to meet the areas of highest need. I appreciate your continued interest in 
these issues. If you have any additional questions, please don’t hesitate to contact my office. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
James K. Joseph 
Regional Administrator  


