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January 16, 2026

Gil Peri

President and CEO
Children’s Wisconsin
P.O. Box 1997
Milwaukee, WI 53226

Dear Mr. Peri,

I’m writing to express my sincere disappointment that Children’s Wisconsin has decided to stop
providing gender affirming care to patients under the age of 18, despite the fact that there is
currently no legal requirement to do so. Refusing to provide this care while it remains legal
shows you are choosing to operate as more of a political organization than a healthcare
institution. I strongly urge you to immediately resume providing this medically necessary and
often lifesaving care pending a legal ruling in Oregon et al. v. Kennedy et al. that would threaten
your hospital and providers with exclusion from participation in federal healthcare programs,
including Medicare and Medicaid, for continuing to provide such care.

I am aware that the Trump administration’s efforts to restrict the provision of gender affirming
care for transgender youth through various legal avenues has created an atmosphere of
confusion, uncertainty, and anxiety for medical providers and facilities. However, more
importantly, these efforts are having a devastating impact on the transgender young people who
require this care and their families. Medical care for transgender youth is safe and effective, and
is supported by every major medical association in the U.S., representing more than 1.3 million
doctors. Restricting access to medical care for transgender youth not only endangers their health
and wellbeing, but also strips parents of their ability to support their children in making informed
healthcare decisions that let them live as their authentic selves.

As you may know, on January 6, 2026 the parties in Oregon et al. v. Kennedy et al., which
includes the State of Wisconsin, filed a Joint Motion in which the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) agreed to refrain from issuing any notices of intent to exclude or notices
of exclusion until the earlier of the Court’s decision on the motion for summary judgment or 30
days after the hearing on the motion for summary judgment. Given that this litigation is not
likely to conclude for at least several months, hospitals may continue providing gender affirming
care to transgender youth without risking the loss of Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements.
Continuing to deny such critical care at this time is an intentional decision to prioritize politics
over patient care, and jeopardizes the health and wellbeing of transgender youth in Wisconsin.

Again, [ strongly urge you to immediately resume the provision of gender affirming care for
youth under 18 pending a legal outcome that would threaten your hospital and providers with
exclusion from participation in federal healthcare programs, including Medicare and Medicaid.
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Given the critical and often lifesaving nature of this care, there is no justification for refusing to
provide it when there is currently no legal requirement or risk to your organization for doing so.

Sincerely,

Mark Pocan
Wisconsin’s 2nd District



