Tongress of the Mnited States
MWashington, BE 20515

Janwary 23, 2018

President Danald T, Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue W
Washington, DC 20500

Lear Mr, President:

A vear agn, a hipartisan eoalition ol 71 Members of Congress wrote to you advocating for the inclusion of
rural broadband connectivity investments in your infrastruehire propozal, We strongly believe thal high-
specd Infernct acecss 15 essenlial to ensuring rural residents are not left behind in this increasinaly
interconnected world.

We are concerned about recent reports that your fortheoming proposal may not include investments in
rural broadband conneclivily, We write today to reiterate our support for the propaosal to include funding
specitically for rural hroadband deployment in unserved and underserved areas.

In the Information Age, the Tnternel oflers endless possibilities. Unfortunately, these possibilities are not
alforded to many rural Americans. This digital divide between urban and rural Americs is significanl and
demands g focusced and aggressive response.

Rural commumnilics must have adequate broadband infrastructure to attract and retain businesses and
human resources, close the homewark gap for students and leachers, open innovative and convenient
pathways 1o telemedicine for seniors and providers, and help farmers increase efficicncics in their bams
and on their land. The future wellbeing of our communilies is dependent upon this technology.

We appreciate the Adminisiration’s ¢lorl ko promote policies that will streamline and incentivize rural
broadband deployment: however, we also encourage the inclusion of connectivily Investiments in your
infrasiruciure propesal. We remain committed to working with you to deliver the promise of robust
broadband infrastructure to mural America,

Sincerely,
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PETER WELCH

KEVIN CRAMER
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